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vere If you want the experience of a burning heart, look for the Lord Jesus in 
y, I the Old Testament. I do not know of a more wonderful study. In Genesis 3, 
the we see Him as the Seed of the woman who would bruise the serpent’s head... 
ead- The life of Joseph perfectly typified the Lord Jesus; the beloved of his father, 
rbed rejected by his brethren, and exalted to be the savior of his people. In Exodus, 
* on Christ is prefigured by the passover lamb whose blood redeemed the first-born 
nced and by the manna which fed the people day by day. And all the furnishings 
been of the Tabernacle spoke of Him. In Numbers He is the Rock from which the 
more water came forth. In Deuteronomy He is the one whose everlasting arms sup- 
tine- port His people. Joshua met Him as the Captain of the Lord’s host, while in 
sae the Book of Judges He appears to the parents of Samson as the One whose 
\, Jr name is Wonderful. The Psalms tell of His suffering and eventual triumph 
naue ... Isaiah saw Him as the man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, led as a lamb 

to the slaughter, pouring out His soul unto death for the sins of His people. 

rture Daniel beheld Him as the Ancient of days and as the great Stone which will 
esby- crush the nations. In Hosea He is the Son whom God called out of Egypt, 
b the while Zechariah beholds Him riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, presenting 
ane Himself as the King of Israel. Zechariah also sees Him sold for thirty pieces 
ogee of silver. Lastly, Malachi sees Him as the Lord who suddenly comes to His 
1 find temple and as the Sun of Righteousness who rises with healing in His wings. 


—Donald G. Barnhouse 
THE CROSS THROUGH THE OPEN TOMB, 
tall Eerdmans. 




















Wade C. Smith’s famous Testament 
For Fishers of Men is out of print 
and will not again be available. How- 
ever, by rare good fortune, we have 
managed to get our hands on a limit- 
ed number of the deluxe edition, 
bound in leather and formerly selling 
for $6.50. These are the only copies 
of the Testament available anywhere. 
They are collector’s items as well as 
classic aids in personal evangelism. 
We will let them go—as long as the 
supply lasts — FREE, with ten new 
subscriptions to the Journal at the 
regular $3.00 rate, or one congrega- 
tional Every Family Plan placed in 
effect. 





Howcome Dept. — Generalissimo 
Trujillo of the Dominican Republic, 
long-time foe of the Roman Catholic 
Church, frequent target of biting 
criticism by the hierarchy and openly 
condemned by the Church for the 
anti-Roman Catholic excesses of his 
regime — was buried with all the 
solemnities of a Requiem Mass con- 
ducted by Bishop Beras of Ciudad 
Trujillo, in the crypt itself of the 
Roman Church in San Cristobal. Call- 
ed a persecutor of the Church and 
dead without the last rites of the 
Church, the dictator ordinarily would 
not even have been granted a Church 
burial in consecrated ground, let alone 
in the crypt of the “mother” cathedral 
of the New World... .? 





By this time Journal readers recog- 
nize the initials RNS at the head of a 
story to mean Religious News Serv- 
ice. On p. 3 of this issue a new set 
of initials appears, likely to be en- 
countered again: CNS. The initials 
stand for Church News Service, put 
out by the office of the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. 





Pity the poor clergyman who bought 
an old used car and didn’t have the 
vocabulary to operate it—The Ashe- 
ville Times. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 


NCC Goal Of Organic Unity Affirmed 





KOREA — Applicants for the posi- 
tion of English Teacher in the Shin- 
heung High School for Boys in Chunju 
were asked to write a brief essay on 
“The Opportunity for Christian Wit- 
ness in the Classroom.” The prospec- 
tive teachers had no prior notice that 
this would be a question in the exam- 
ination. One young man wrote: 


“Christian witness in the classroom 
is, I think, not so different from the 
ordinary witness as a Christian. Be- 
cause we Christians should be Chris- 
tians everywhere, not only in the class- 
room. The problem facing Christians 
is how to act as true Christians and 
witness our Christ to non-Christian 
people. 


“The classroom has, however, its 
own peculiarity. The speaker, or a 
teacher, can easily lead the class boys 
into a state of mind which he requires. 
The boys listen to him. So the teacher 
cannot lose the opportunity for the 
Christian witness even if he wants to. 
But if we are not fully prepared for 
the opportunity we cannot make use 
of it. We must, first of all, have the 
true Christian belief and act as our 
Bible teaches us. There is no other 
way, I affirm. The belief cannot be 
crowded into the boys’ head. We 
should let them see a true Christian 
and follow what they see. And for the 
Christian boys, we must let them know 
much more about our Christ, our Sa- 
viour. Then they will feel a real con- 


fidence in our Christ and then in 
themselves, 


“Christian witness is our great re- 
sponsibility as well as our joy. But we 
heed not fear at all. So we should act 
a8 a true Christian and witness our 


SEATTLE, Wash. (RNS)—Organic 
union of member denominations was 
stressed here as the ecumenical objec- 
tive of the National and World Coun- 
cils of Churches. 


Dr. Edwin Espy of New York, as- 
sociate general secretary of the Na- 
tional Council, asserted that the joint 
agency of 34 Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox communions in the United 
States, “exists first and foremost to 
manifest the unity of the Church in 
Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Sa- 
viour.” This goal, Dr. Espy told the 
Augustana Lutheran Church at its 
102nd annual synod, cannot be fully 
attained in the cooperation of the 
separated churches or in their official 
commitment to one another through 
local, state, national or world coun- 
cils. 


“This oneness finds its highest ex- 
pression,” he said . . . “in the actual 
uniting of churches which are pre- 
pared to commit themselves wholly to 
one another and to lose their sepa- 
rate identity in the higher expres- 


sion of Christ’s Church through or- 
ganic unity.” 


Dr. Espy hailed the approaching 
four-way Lutheran merger, in which 
the Augustana Church is one of the 
participating bodies, as “an achieve- 
ment of great importance to the total 
Church of Christ.” Augustana will 
merge next year with the United 
Lutheran Church in America, the Fin- 
nish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Suomi Synod) and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church to form 
a new denomination of more than 3,- 
000,000 members, to be known as the 
Lutheran Church in America. 


(Editor’s note—We have long point- 
ed out that the NCC is not interested 
in cooperation among denominations 
at all, but in the death of the denom- 
inations in order that the one-world 
Church may become a reality. Coop- 
eration with the ecumenical goals of 
the NCC simply hastens the death of 
the Reformed witness . . . in those 
who cooperate. This is the goal.) 





Martyrs in Colombia 
Total 116 Since 1947 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (CNS) — 
“Thirteen years of religious persecu- 
tion in Colombia have resulted in an 
appalling total of 116 Protestant 
Christians martyred because of their 
religious faith, 65 Protestant churches 
and chapels destroyed by fire or dyna- 
mite, and over 200 Protestant day 
schools closed,” says Presbyterian 
Missionary James E. Goff, director of 
a Presbyterian school for boys in 
Barranquilla, Colombia. 


Goff, in the lead article of the May- 
June Latin America Evangelist maga- 
zine, published -here by the Latin 





Christ as we have learned from our 
Christian life so far. I myself do. act 
as my Christ bids me.” 


- PS. He got the job.- 
—(Rev.) Jee B. Hopper 


America Mission, says that although 
persecution has diminished since 1958, 
its roots of hatred and its pseudo- 
legal basis have never been removed. 
A change in the political climate, he 
warns, “could produce another blood 
bath for the Lord’s people.” In spite 
of the persecution, Protestant church 
membership in Colombia has increas- 
ed more than two-and-a-half times in 
the past seven years. 


Goff, whose duties as information 
secretary of Colombia’s Evangelical 
Confederation are to investigate and 
report cases of persecution, says, “A 
new attitude on the part of the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy, plus positive 
action in defense of freedom by the 
Colombian government, could change 
the picture almost overnight.” He says 
continued harrassment of Colombian 
Protestants is supported by highly 
discriminatory acts of the Colombian 
government, including two treaties 
with the Vatican and a set of execu- 
tive orders. 7 
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Study of Red Threat 
Asked by Methodists 


LAKELAND, Fla. (RNS) — Presi- 
dent Kennedy has been urged by 200 
Florida Methodist lay leaders to “as- 
semble 200 or more outstanding lead- 
ers from various phases of society to 
study the Communist menace and to 
suggest ways and means of totally 
mobilizing our resources to defeat this 
evil.” 


A telegram sent at the same time 
to Sen. George Smathers (D.-Fla.) 
asked him to “use your influence with 
President Kennedy in this endeavor.” 
The appeal to President Kennedy and 
Sen. Smathers stemmed from a reso- 
lution presented at a two-day leader- 
ship training workshop held at Florida 
Southern College following the annual 
sessions of the Florida Methodist Con- 
ference. 


Tom Slade, Gainesville district lay 
leader who proposed the resolution, 
told the group he believed there is “a 
growing uneasiness throughout the 
country about the cold war and the 
lack of effective opposition to efforts 
of Communist nations to control the 
world.” 





Anglicans Withhold 
Ceylon Plan Approval 


LONDON (RNS) — The Convoca- 
tions of Canterbury and York failed 
to reach agreement here on the pro- 
posed Church of Lanka in Ceylon, 
which would comprise Anglicans, Bap- 
tists, Methodists and Presbyterians. 


A majority report issued jointly by 
the committees of the two Convoca- 
tions contended that, notwithstanding 
certain anomalies, the Church of Lanka 
would be “a true part of the universal 
Church, holding the Catholic faith 
and possessed of an apostolic ministry 
of bishops, priests and deacons.” 


However, a minority report took a 
critical view, forseeing disaopearance 
of the Anglican communion in con- 
siderable areas of the world should 
the proposed new Church be approved 
and similar union plans adopted else- 
where. The minority report also ques- 
tioned whether unification rights 
would, in fact, confer holy orders, as 
the majority report contended. In ad- 
dition, it expressed concern over the 
fact that two of the Churches in- 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 5, 1961 


volved in the Ceylon plan favor the 
ordination of women. 


An amendment calling for a limited 
form of intercommunion similar to 
that in the Church of South India was 
rejected by the Upper House of the 
Canterbury Convocation by ten to one, 
but approved by the Lower House by 
40 to 37. However since the amend- 
ment failed to get the support of the 
two houses it was lost. 





Declaration Requests 
More Discrimination 


(Editor’s note: In the Nov. 16, 1960, 
issue we commented editorially on the 
action of the Division of Home Mis- 
sions, National Council of Churches, 
in appealing for the repeal of Public 
Law No. 78, which permits the im- 
portation of Mexicans into this coun- 
try as migrant farm workers. The NCC 
evidently decided that this was some- 
thing the Churches should consider 
their business, although it represented 
a curious twist in the Christian doc- 
trine of equal concern “. . . regard- 
less of . . . national origin.” Follow- 
ing is the sequel to that 1960 story:) 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jew- 
ish leaders joined together here to pe- 
tition Congress for reform of a law 
permitting Mexican farm workers to 
be brought into the U.S. They criti- 
cized the existing statute as being 
detrimental to the interests of domes- 
tic farm help. In a combined “declara- 
tion of conscience” statement pre- 
sented to the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, the religious leaders gave 
support to a measure introduced by 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy (D.-Minn.) as 
“embodying the minimum reforms” 
necessary at this time. 


Among the signers were Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, immediate past president 
of the National Council of Churches, 
and Methodist Bishop John Wesley 
Lord, an NCC vice-president. 


In their statement, they pointed 
out that the use of braceros (Mexi- 
can farm workers) results in lower 
wages and higher unemployment 
among domestic workers. They said 
the McCarthy measure would give the 
Secretary of Labor authority to limit 
the number of foreign workers who 
may be employed by any one em- 
ployer; to bring wages of domestic 
farm workers in line with those of 
Mexicans; to insurethat domestic farm 
workers are offered jobs before Mex- 





Journal Day— 


Relevance of Bible 
To Be Morgan Topic 


Dr. F. Crossley Morgan will make 


his second Journal Day appearance — 


this year, speaking at the Aug. 16 
meeting on “The Relevancy of the 
Bible to the World Today.” “God. 
breathed Literature” was the noted 
Bible lecturer’s topic at the 1960 
Journal Day. 


Dr. Morgan, one of four prominent 
leaders appearing on the program for 
friends and support- 
ers of the Journal, 
is the son of the 
late G. Campbell 
Morgan, world-fam- 
ed Bible scholar. 
He was born in 
London, came to the 
United States in 
1919 and completed 
studies for the Christian ministry under 
the direct supervision of his father, 
His first pastorate was in Albion, Ind., 
where he was ordained in 1920 by the 
Fort Wayne (Presbyterian, USA) 
Presbytery. In 1923 he came to the 
US Church to be the pastor of the 
Sparta, Ga., church. He has also been 
the minister of First Church, Augusta, 
Ga., and First Church, Concord, N. C. 
For the last 17 years he has devoted 
his full time to holding Bible Confer- 
ences and preaching throughout the 
nation. 


The Journal Day program, which is 
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m., will be 
held in the First Church, Weaverville, 
N. C. Persons wishing assistance in 
obtaining overnight accommodations 
in Weaverville or Asheville may write 
to the Journal business office in Weav- 
erville. 
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icans; to make employers pay work- | 


ers the prevailing minimum hourly 
wage in the state or the nation, which- 
ever is lower; and to limit Mexican 
workers to seasonal and non-machine 
jobs. 


they declared, “is the categorical ex- 
clusion of farm workers from !egis- 
lation that protects the right of other 
workers to organize into unions and ~ 
bargain with their employers.” 


“Perhaps the most harmful of all,” 





The Church today has halted some ~ 
where between Calvary and Pente- 
cost.—J. I. Brice. 
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No. 3 in a series of sermons on “Last Things’ — 


Is There A Purgatory? 


Scripture: For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now if any man build 
upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
every man’s work shall be made mari- 
fest; for the day shall declare it, be- 
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of 
what sort it is. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward. If any man’s 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire (I Cor. 3:11-15). 





The text is one of three places often 
used by Roman Catholics in their ef- 
fort to support the idea of a purga- 
tory: a place after death where the 
soul pays for its sins before entering 
heaven. They reason, here, that Paul 
teaches a purging by fire. He does not 
speak of the fire of hell; hence he 
must refer to a place between heaven 
and hell where a purging by fire is 
accomplished. They assert that place 
is purgatory. 


Reference is also made to our Lord’s 
saying that the sin against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven either in 
this world or in the world to come. 
They say this means that some sins 
can be forgiven between the time a 
person leaves this world and enters 
the heavenly world. Purgatory is said 
to be such a place. 


(Parenthetically, let us observe that 
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
1s not a sin which a Christian could 
commit. Christians should not torture 
themselves by worrying whether they 
have committed the unpardonable sin. 
A true Christian isin -a state of for- 
giveness for his’ sins and therefore 


yo not commit an unpardonable 
sin, 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


The third passage cited by the Ro- 
manists is Revelation 21:27, where it 
is said that nothing that defiles shall 
enter heaven. They argue that if there 
be no place of purification after death, 
few if any sinners could be saved. 


To be sure that we are not being 
unfair to the Romanists, we quote a 
plea appearing in a parish paper pub- 
lished by a Roman Catholic priest: 
“You are often wondering to whom 
to make a gift and what to give. But 
have you ever thought of sending a 
gift to the poor souls, to your friends 
and relatives still captive in purga- 
tory? And yet they are craving for 
something you can give to them, the 
soothing drops of Christ’s blood to 
extinguish the cleansing flames. This 
year be resolved to include your be- 
loved dead when you prepare your 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gifts.” 


According to Rome, all those who 
die in the peace of the Church (are 
baptized), but are not perfect, pass 
into purgatory, about which they 
teach: (1) It is a state of suffering; 
(2) The duration and intensity of pain 
are proportioned to the guilt of the 





Public education is available to 
all children. Those parents who 
choose to send their children to oth- 
er schools, for whatever reason, 
waive their rightful benefits under 
the public educational system. Hav- 
ing waived those rights, it is now 
suggested that they should become 
the beneficiaries of government as- 
sistance through other channels. 
But to do so would be the last 
straw in establishing two competing 
educational systems, public and pri- 
vate, in which church schools would 
get a share of the benefits from 
the tax dollar—Don Gill in Unit- 
ed Evangelical Action. 











sufferers; (3) Souls in purgatory may 
be helped by the prayers of Chris- 
tians, and especially by the sacrifice 
of the Mass; (4) It is in the power 
of the pope to remit entirely or par- 
tially the penalties of sins under 
which the souls in purgatory are suf- 
fering. 


Rome theorizes that most Christians 
are too good to go to hell, but they 
are not good enough to go to heaven. 
They must pay for all the sins they 
have committed since the initial 
cleansing away of their sins by bap- 
tism. One way of dealing with these 
post-baptismal sins is by the sacra- 
ment of pennance. Sins are confessed 
to the priest; he prescribes certain 
penitential acts; absolution is bestow- 
ed. At death, the “last rites of the 
Church” convey a final cleansing from 
sin. It is however deemed an exceed- 
ingly rare event when a man dies in 
a perfect state of grace. Roman 
theologians teach that even the popes 
must suffer in purgatorial fire. 


Now purgatory is an official doc- 
trine of the Roman Church, but a 
number of Protestants seem to be- 
lieve something closely akin to a doc- 
trine of cleansing in the future life. 
The thought that men will have a “sec- 
ond chance” and that if they do not 
find the Lord here they will be saved 
later, is by no means unpopular. 


But what does Scripture have to 
say? Is there such a place as purga- 
tery? There is not a scintilla of Bib- 
lical evidence for the idea. Appeal is 
made in vain to I Corinthians 3. This 
passage says nothing whatever about 
the purging of Christian souls in pur- 
gatorial fire. It is the works of Chris- 
tians that are tried as by fire. 


It also ought to be plain that our 
Lord dees net imply purgatory in what 
He says about the unpardonable sin. 
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When He declares that blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost will not be 
forgiven in this world nor in the com- 
ing world, He means that this sin will 
never be forgiven. 


Neither does the Revelation pass- 
age help. The consistent teaching of 
Scripture is that the blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from 
all sin (I John 1:7). In Hebrews 10: 
14 we are told that our Saviour has 
by His one offering perfected forever 
them that are being sanctified. So it 
is clear that the reference to things 
which defile is not to Christians. 


There are many places in the Bible 
that forbid the idea of purgatory. One 
of the most pertinent is our Saviour’s 
exchange with the penitent thief. 
“Lord, remember me,” said the thief, 
“when thou comest into thy kingdom.” 
And Jesus said, “Verily I say unto 
thee, Today thou shalt be with me in 
paradise.” The thief had not even 
been baptized, and yet Christ assured 
him that he would that very day be 
with his new-found Lord in heaven. 


The list of Biblical passages teach- 
ing that there are but two destina- 
tions in the future life is long. There 
is the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus, for example. There is Paul 
in II Corinthians 5:6-8: “Therefore 
we are always confident, knowing 
that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord. 
... We are confident, I say, and will- 
ing rather to be absent from the body 
and to be present with the Lord.” 
When the unsaved man dies, his spirit 
goes to hell. When the believer in 
Christ dies, his spirit goes to heaven. 
There is no tarrying place between. 


CHRISTIANS BUILD ON CHRIST 


Let us now look more closely still 
at our text. It says: The Christian life 
is to be likened to constructing a 
house. There is only one foundation 
for the house and this foundation has 
already been laid. It is Jesus Christ. 
Some are building on that foundation 
with good and abiding materials: gold, 
silver, precious stones. Some are 
building on that foundation with 
hastily gathered and flimsy materials: 
wood, hay, stubble. Every Christian 
man’s work of building will be judged 
at last by the testing fire. If his ma- 
terials have been gold, silver and 
precious stones, his work will endure; 
he will be rewarded. On the other 
hand, if his materials have been wood, 
hay and stubble they will be burned 
up; he will lose reward. Although he 





has been careless and foolish, this 
Christian himself will be saved. 


The passage is well calculated to 
move the Christian to seek earnestly 
to live the Christian life. He should 
be prompted to lay up treasure in 
heaven. He should be prompted to 
be a witness for Christ and to work 
faithfully in His church. He should 
find himself prompted to obey his 
Lord every day. 


Have you ever heard someone say, 
perhaps in modesty or self-deprecia- 
tion: “If I can just get into heaven, 
that is all I will care about?” Our 
passage exhorts us not to take such 
a low view of the Christian life but 
to seize with might and main the of- 
fered chance to amount to something 





In these days when the Peace 
Corps idea is gaining momentum, 
let us not forget that the Church 
Militant has been sending out its 
peace corps since its beginning in 
the very Name of the Prince of 
Peace. The magnitude of the task 
is partially realized when we read 
that whereas the Kennedy plan calls 
for spending somewhere between $5 
million and $10 million a year, the 
Protestant churches of America are 
spending approximately $163 mil- 
lion a year on foreign missions.— 
Dr. Richard B. Stewart, in the 
Trinity Church Messenger, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 











as a believer in Jesus. We are not to 
fritter away our spiritual opportun- 
ities. We are not to be content to 
squeeze through a crack in the door 
of heaven. We are to desire an abun- 
dant entrance into glory. We are to 
covet, to hear our Lord say to us at 
last, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant,” 


Now it may be that we are ready 
to think about the entire sufficiency 
of Christ. The Saviour’s power, the 
cleansing value of His shed blood, the 
merit of His sacrificial death are 
shamefully diminished by any sug- 
gestion that man plays a part in gain- 
ing the forgiveness of sins. No sacra- 
ment, no human priest, no sufferings 
endured by Christians, no acts of self- 
denial have the slightest value for 
taking away our sins. It is Christ and 
Christ alone who saves from sin. 


We'must resist with all our strength 
such a teaching as purgatory. Christ 
may not be belittled. Nothing but His 
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blood can atone for sin. He alone can 
make satisfaction for our sins to the 


holy God. He alone can pay the price | 


of salvation. “By grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your. 
selves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, lest any man should boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8,9). We are to look to 
Christ alone. We are to rely upon Him 
altogether for pardon and acceptance. 
His atoning work is finished and per- 
fect and certainly accomplishes our 
eternal salvation (Hebrews 9:24-28), 


LIBERTY IS NOT LICENSE 


Some have abused this tremendous 
teaching. They have tried to reason 
that if salvation is certain a man may 
take liberties in his conduct. If Christ 
is a sufficient Saviour, He will take 
care of me whatever lapses I indulge 
myself in. Paul shows us in Romans 
that we must resist this abuse of the 
truth. Christ saves us from sin, not in 
sin. Confronted by the Christ of Cal- 
vary, grateful for His atoning sacri- 
fice, knowing ourselves saved by Him, 
we can only respond in a lifelong 
demonstration of gratitude as His 
obedient and loving servants. The 
sufficient Christ rightfully claims us. 
The sufficient Christ deeply absorbs 
us. The sufficient Christ mightily 
draws us after Him. 


So it is our obligation and our joy 
to celebrate the sufficiency of the 
work of that Christ who is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come 
unto God by Him. 


How does one come to Christ? How 
does one receive this Christ? Out of 
a heart arrested and concerned he 
prays, perhaps like this: “Oh God, be 
merciful to me a sinner and save me; 
forgive my sins; make me thy child— 
for the sake of Jesus Christ Thy Son.” 
It is essentially as simple as that. 
Listening to the Gospel, reading the 
Biblical message, you can be stirred 
to pray like that. And so the sufficient 
Saviour becomes your Saviour. And 
thus you pass from darkness into 
light, from sin to salvation; and 
heaven becomes your sure destination. 


%* * * cd * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





. . . The more success Survey has 
with the Every Family Plan, the more 
financial support will be required from 
the boards and agencies of the Church. 
—Annual report, Presbyterian Survey 
Board. 
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A plea for full-time Evangelists— 


Presbyterian Evangelists 
— Vital Or Vanishing? — 


REV. RICHARD L. MANNING 


When the writer in 1953 entered 
the Presbyterian ministry as an or- 
dained and appointed evangelist, he 
was then greatly encouraged by glow- 
ing reports from the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Department of Evan- 
gelism. These reports indicated that 
we Presbyterians were becoming 
“evangelism conscious.” The writer 
attended the General Assembly meet- 
ing at Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1953 
where a dynamic program of an in- 
creased vision of and interest in evan- 
gelism was lauded. The impetus of the 
program was shared by both laymen 
and ministers. However, all this was 
in 1953. 


What are the results then in 1961 
of the “increased vision of and inter- 
est in” evangelism? They are disap- 
pointing. However noble the words 
“vision” and “interest” may have 
been, they never did quite get the job 
done. Is it possible that the whither 
vision has dissipated into a withered 
vision? Are we satisfied to simply 
laud a principle without launching its 
program? 


A DEFINITION OF TERMS 


Perhaps before we go any further, 
the terms should be defined. By evan- 
gelism, we mean that contagious en- 
thusiasm to present Jesus Christ that, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, men 
may accept Jesus Christ as their Sa- 
viour from the guilt and power of sin, 
may grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ, and serve and 
follow Him as Lord in the fellowship 
of the Church. This enthusiasm is in 
no way limited to ministers or theolo- 
glans, but must be the leavening force 
in all local congregations and among 
all persons who are committed to Jesus 
Christ. This is evangelism. 


But who is the evangelist? The 
writer of the book of Ephesians sets 
forth the word “evangelist” in its 
proper context when he says: 


And He (Christ) gave some apos- 
tles, and some prophets; and some 
evangelists; and some pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the minis- 
try, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ (Eph. 4:11). 


The proper function of the evangel- 
ist is fulfilled within the framework 
of the Church. The Lord in bestowing 
gifts to men also determines where 
these gifts are to be used. Our own 
form of government lists evangelists, 
pastors and teachers as “needful... 
laborers” for the life of the Church. 


. .. the church is authorized to call 
and appoint them to labor as pas- 
tors, teachers, and evangelists, and 
in such other works as may be need- 
ful to the church, according to the 
gifts in which they excel (Form of 
Govt. VIII 1, p. 122). 


And yet, in spite of the abundance 
of scriptural and constitutional forti- 
fications for the word “evangelist” so 
as to warrant its acceptance in our 
Presbyterian vocabulary, the word is 
still approached with overt caution 
and ominous contempt. Why? Must 
every evangelist be categorized as “an- 
other Elmer Gantry?” Is there suffici- 
ent evidence to label all evangelists as 
“Christian charlatans” or “Biblical 
Barrymores?” Was Moody a money 
grabber? Was Finney a fraud? Was 
Chapman a charlatan? Is Graham a 
Gantry? No! These men accepted 
their God-given talents for recruiting 
men into the Kingdom of God... 
seriously. They discharged their call- 
ing with vigor and vitality, but also 


with sobriety and solemnity. Would 
not our own Church program today 
be revived and revitalized by similar 
caliber men if there were genuine en- 
couragement given evangelists by our 
Presbyteries and Synods? 


On the other hand, would such men 
ever be called upon for their services 
by the churches? There would be no 
purpose in putting up a shingle in 
Synodical and Presbytery windows 
“Have Evangelist . . . Will Travel” 
unless the churches see the need of 
such rendered service. 


SURVEY CONDUCTED 


The writer recently conducted a 
survey on evangelism, covering at 
random many parts of the United 
States. The questionnaires were mail- 
ed out to Pastors, Clerks of Session, 
Stated Clerks of Presbytery, Synod- 
ical Executives, National Secretaries 
for the Commission on Evangelism, as 
well as leading laymen in the churches. 
To those pastors whose names appear- 
ed on Presbytery Ministerial rolls, be- 
hind which were the initials EV (i.e. 
evangelist) and P-EV (i.e. pastor- 
evangelist, a designated term which is 
applied to the pastor of a church who 
may be on call for evangelistic meet- 
ings), the following set of questions 
was sent: 


1. Do you believe, because of special- 
ly endowed gifts that God has 
granted you, that you are defi- 
nitely called to be an evangelist, 
rather than a pastor? 

2. What type of preaching mission 
services do you conduct? Do you 
preach for a decision or a ver- 
dict in each message? 

3. What have you found to be the 
ideal length of time for your 
preaching missions? 
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4. How many “preaching mission 
crusades” have you conducted in 
the past year? 

5. Do you feel there is an awak- 
ening amongst our churches to 
the need of such preaching mis- 
sions? 




































To the rest of the persons listed 
above, the following set of questions 
was sent: 


1. What has become of the travel- 
ling evangelists in the United 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.? 

2. How many ordained and com- 
missioned evangelists does your 
Synod have on its rolls? 

3. Would you please give the date 
when the last evangelist was 
commissioned? 

4. If ever a qualified person were 
to apply for said position, what 
would be his chances of ever 
being employed and used by the 
Church, in your opinion? 


Approximately 93% of all question- 
naires mailed out were answered and 
returned in less than two weeks. The 
genuineness and candidness of most of 
the answers proved very enlightening. 
For instance, one pastor in seeking to 
answer the question, “Do you believe 
. . . that you were definitely called to 
be an evangelist, rather than a pas- 
tor” replied: 


As you probably know, when they 
don’t know what else to call you at 
your ordination in our Church, they 
call you an evangelist. If you are 
going directly into a Presbyterian 
parish, you are ordained a pastor. 
If you go into something a little off- 
beat, they ordain you an evangelist 
since they don’t have any other 
categories. 























































































































Another pastor in answering the 
same question said: 














As you no doubt realize, “Evange- 
list is a catch-all term applied to 
any ordained minister in our de- 
nomination who is not chaplain, 
pastor, or secretary, or a variation 
of those three. I am none of the 
above, hence I am an evangelist. I 
don’t preach (except to the osten- 
sibly already converted in some of 
our local congregations.) 


































































There is in both of these answers 
(typical of many similar replies), an 
admixture of humor and pathos. Hu- 
mor, because the word evangelist has 
been bantered to and fro so much that 
it has become a “catch-all term” for 
“off-beat” work in the Church. Then 
there is pathos! For instance: 






























































If they don’t know what else to call 
you at your ordination in our 
Church, they call you an evangelist. 


The real pathos appears in the over- 
generalizing of the word. Here is a 
word which has all of the pregnant 
meaning of “reconciling men to God;” 
a word which every pastor, every 
church member, every Christian every- 
where must be, and we make it into 
something less than what it was in- 
tended to mean. This is indeed an in- 
sult to the Name that officially and 
originally gave the word to the 
Church. The word should be solemniz- 
ed by all who know its true meaning, 
rather than sloganized or scandalized 
by ambiguous applications. 


THE EVANGELISTIC MEETING 


What now is to be said for “evan- 
gelistic meetings?” Is there room for 
this type of evangelistic endeavor in 
our outreach after the souls of men? 
Do we appreciate what is being ac- 
complished in such services, or are we 
afraid of them? The questionnaire 
brought forth considerable discussion 
about the “evangelistic service.” One 
pastor from New York replied rather 
negatively: 


A series of “evangelistic services” 
is often nothing more than a week 
of meetings where a guest minister 
digs into the barrel and preaches a 
series he has used in his church. 


A pastor from Michigan said bit- 
terly of evangelistic meetings: 


We are examining the work of re- 
ligious groups which have used high- 
powered evangelism with little seri- 
ous effect on the people or the so- 
ciety. We have watched the former- 
ly powerful city church, replete with 
evangelistic meetings slowly wither. 


Are these pastors right? Does this 
represent the majority point of view? 
Or, should we give heed to others such 
as one New York Synodical Executive 
who said: 


This is not to deny, however, that in 
keeping with the New Testament 
understanding of special gifts, there 
may be those who have special gifts 
in persuasive preaching which the 
Holy Spirit may choose to use to 
bring non-Christians or non-believ- 
ers to the point of Christian com- 
mitment. There are many men in 
our denomination who have unique 
gifts of preaching in whom I have 
real confidence, and whose ministry 
the Holy Spirit has indeed blessed 
in special services and in other 
ways. 
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From St. Paul, Minnesota, a pastor. 
evangelist wrote: 


In honesty, I receive more and more _ 


invitations outside of the Presby. 
terian Church than in it. The whole 
official trend in evangelism is to. 
ward personal work rather than 
mass evangelism. I do not object to 
the first, but I do regret the official 
attitude towards the second. 


Is this not the heart of the matter? 
No one denies or repudiates the valid. 
ity of a realistic Christian experience 
that is obtained through person] 
work; but at the same time we Pres. 
byterians do not seem to be broad- 
minded enough to validate the equally 
realistic Christian experience that is 
obtained through the evangelistic 
meeting. 


CONCLUSION 


We have said a few things about 
“evangelism,” “evangelists,” and the 
“evangelistic meeting.” We have de 
fined evangelistic preaching as that 
sort of preaching that calls all hear. 
ers to... “choose you this day whom 
ye will serve .. .” Now, what of all 
this in the Presbyterian Church? Do 
we really have a desire to see a vital 
evangelistic thrust in the Church's 
life? There is considerable evidence 
that we find a program of evangelism 
easier to talk about than to actualize. 
For instance, a Minnesota Stated 
Clerk wrote: 


I have been Stated Clerk of this 
Presbytery for many years, and it 
is my recollection that we have not 
ordained an individual for the spe- 
cific assignment of evangelism for 
many years. This probably dates 
back even to dates prior to 1940. 


A Michigan Synodical Secretary re 
plied: 


I can only say that I have been a 
member of this Synod for about 
fourteen years, and during that 
time, we have not commissioned any 
evangelists as such. 


And finally, the Executive Secretary 
and Stated Clerk of the Synod of 
California sums up the situation of 
existing and available evangelists for 
our churches when he says: 


I have been a Stated Clerk for some 
thirty years and cannot recognize 
what you mean by “traveling evan- 
gelist” for the United Presbyterian 
Church. As far as I know, no evan- 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS”... 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courtcous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
ag ee Store 


G 
A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Pro 


The Do’ Store 
Greenvi 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Depegtnent Store 
Lan 


caster, 
B. L. Plyler, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk’s . + we Store 
Camden, 8S 
J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
wy 8. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson y 

a Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 


Cc. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
a s. C. 

M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 

NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Ce, 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. MeComtick: Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Deporement Store 

Brevard, 

J. E. Sinith, , -Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


=a Co. 
oa 
. C. ‘Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 

[em gy FS Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Sim Co. 

A rs 

Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
| ag Co. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


That Word ‘Christian’ 


One of the most maligned words in 
human speech is the word “Christian.” 
Just as the word “democracy” means 
many things to many people (“democ- 
. racy” is a popular term both in Russia 
and Red China) so the word “Chris- 
tian” means many things to many 
people. 


How far afield a definition of Chris- 
tianity can be taken was illustrated 
not long ago in an RNS story from 
India where an anti-missionary move- 
ment is being mounted by a “Christian 
holy man.” R.C. Das, who wants to 
propagate “Christianity” (he says he 
believes in Jesus Christ) as an “Asian” 
religion, has been waging a vigorous 
campaign against foreign mission- 

' aries. 


Those who follow him picture 
American and British missionaries as 
persecutors of “faithful Christians.” 
The very Rev. J. S. Williams, Bishop- 
elect of the Indian National Church, 
has even appealed to Queen Elizabeth 
to recall the British Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel (one of the 

' oldest missionary organizations in the 
world) on the grounds that it is sub- 
versive to Indian “Christian” inter- 
ests. 


Such extreme case histories serve to 
remind us that not all who cry “Lord! 
Lord!” shall enter the Kingdom of 
God. When hostile religious elements 
bitterly assail each other, even to the 
, point of violence, in the name of the 
_ same Christ, it is time to remember 
: that the Devil also believes in the God 
of Christians. 


The same inference may be drawn 
at other levels of controversy. Not all 
of the differences between those who 
profess to follow Jesus belong to the 
category of negotiable misunderstand- 
ings between brethren. We have it on 
the authority of Scripture that Satan 
; sometimes disguises himself as an 
: angel of light. And only a foolish man 
will receive every angel of light as a 
friend. 


Let’s apply the principle to the 
vital issue of Church union. Union is 


in the air and some people are talk- 
ing about the amalgamation of 
Churches with such enthusiasm that 
one gets the impression the only thing 
remaining to be settled is, “What time 
will the laying on of hands take 
place?” 


But the way hasn’t been cleared for 
Church union when it is determined 
that everybody uses the word “Chris- 
tian” with easy familiarity. The way 
hasn’t been cleared for Church union 
when it is ascertained that everybody 
is willing to say, “Jesus Christ is lord 
and saviour.” The way hasn’t been 
cleared when everybody agrees to 
leave the word “Reformed” in the 
creed. The way hasn’t even been clear- 
ed when everybody agrees that “eld- 
ers” are “bishops,” too. There remains 
the matter of those angels of light. 


Of course it is always possible to 
become pharisaical about one’s under- 
standing of the truth: to assume that 
one is the final, infallible arbiter of 
every controversy. In such a spirit it 
is possible to snub sincere Christian 
brethren with whom one may happen 
to disagree. And this is sin. 


But let’s face it: The issues before 
the Churches today are not creedal or 
constitutional — they are issues of 
simple profession and common spiritual 
integrity. The problem is created by 
those angels of light. What are you 
going to do when the leading church- 
men of the day re-write the first and 
greatest commandment to read: “Thou 
shalt all be one” — meaning -EVERY- 
BODY ... (except the Biblical liter- 
alists, of course) ? 





Wisdom 


Most of us, at one time or another, 
have studied the story of Solomon 
with mingled feelings of admiration 
and perplexity. Admiration for the 
wisdom, which is described as being 
greater than any other man’s; per- 
plexity, that such homely and simple 
observations as are found in his prov- 
erbs, should be the evidence of such 
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wisdom. “After all,” we have said to 
ourselves, “everything in the writings 
and proverbs of Solomon is but the ex. 
pression of something perfectly ob- 
vious. Why should that show great 
wisdom?” 


That is just the point. Wisdom con. 
sists in recognizing the obvious. Wis- 
dom consists in knowing Truth to be 
true, when confronted by it. Wisdom 
consists in finding eternal value in 
things which a fool is likely to dis- 
parage. Wisdom sometimes is enough 
sense to come in out of the rain. 
(You’d be surprised how many people 
don’t know when to come in out of 
the rain.) 


Wisdom is most often knowing and 
acknowledging the Being and the 
Power of God; and the willingness to 
set aside human pride and take Him 
as He offers Himself in Jesus Christ. 
That is the last word in recognizing 
the obvious. 





Those Irresistible 
Forces 


God has given to His children three 
sources of power, so sure, so effective, 
so irresistable that only our blindness 
and lack of faith can account for our 
failure to use them. 


He has given to us the power of 
prayer. 


Take any concordance and look up 
the words, “pray,” “prayed,” “prayer,” 
and “prayers” and see what God has 
done for those who have prayed, and 
what He promises to those who pray. 
In these references we have a revela- 
tion of the love which God has placed 


in the hands of praying Christians, a « 


power so pervading that it works, be- 
fore we ever pray, to the ends of the 
earth, and, for people and circum- 
stances anywhere. That we fail to 
make use of this mighty power is un- 
ending evidence of our spiritual blind- 
ness. 


He has given us the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Our Lord’s disciples had a three 
year course in Christian truth through 
the precious privilege of companion- 
ship with Christ. They saw, heard and 
experienced His living presence and 
work. But only when the Holy Spirit 
came upon them did they have power 
te go out for effective preaching, 
teaching and living. Are we different 
from them? 
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He has given to us the power of 
the Bible. 


God says that His Word is quick 
and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword. He tells us that the 
Bible is the Sword of the Spirit. It 
js the Bible which makes us wise unto 
salvation through faith in Christ and 
ic is this same Book who tells us of 
the Son of God, past — present and 
future. In preaching, teaching and 
living why, Oh why, do we neglect 
the power of God’s written Word to 
convict, to convince and to lead to a 
saving knowledge of His Son? 


Little wonder that today’s Chris- 
tians are so powerless! 


—L. N. B. 





Who Is Telling 
the Truth? 


How is it that everybody is ap- 
parently challenging everybody else 
about Communism in the Church, in 
our theological schools, in our Church 
Literature? ... 


The trouble is that the ministers 
who defend their calling are defend- 
ing it against a charge of subversion 
or treason, whereas the true weight 
of the actual charge is that thousands 
of preachers have signed their names 
without due regard to what they have 
signed. A non-Communist actually 
helps Communism more in such a sig- 
nature than if he were a full-fledged 
Communist himself. 


It gets down to this: J. B. Matthews 
is telling the truth. Robert Welch 
is overstating the truth in terms of 
a single phrase or sentence taken out 
of context. The F. B. I. knows every 
preacher Communist in the country. 
The literature of several denomina- 
tions has contained articles by known 
Communists, though the editors may 
not have known it. You can over- 
state your case — whether you be 
preacher or lecturer or John Birch 
member. As the Columntator sees it, 
the real peril of the Church is this: 
Most of our preachers are more in- 
terested in defending their profession 
than they are in ridding it of Reds 
who are working under clerical dis- 
guise. That is human. It is under- 
standable. But it is not good.—Lynn 
Landrum, in The Dallas News. 





Never put a comma where God puts a 
Period, or a period where He puts a 


A Layman And His Church 


A PLEA FOR CONVICTIONS 


Unwarranted convictions can be a 
snare to the one holding them and a 
nuisance to those on whom they may 
be inflicted. 


But God help the Christian who 
does not have strong convictions on 
those things which constitute the 
Christian faith and on the way of life 
required by that faith. 


Where convictions relative to the 
Scripture-based doctrines of historic 
Christianity have been lacking, the 
Church has become weak and her wit- 
ness to the world gravely impaired. 
But rather than face up to this situa- 
tion, some would attempt to restore 
the prestige and influence of the 
Church through the erection of larger 
and more powerful ecclesiastical 
organizations. 


As one considers the Blake proposal, 
one’s mind leaps forward to an imagi- 
nary day when the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Episcopal and Congrega- 
tional Churches shall have become one 
gigantic denomination. Just where will 
convictions on the person and work of 
our Lord stand? Just what will be the 
convictions on the integrity and au- 
thority of Holy Scripture? 


We ask these questions because a 
study of current Methodist Sunday 
school literature, for instance, shows 
that it is written by men who no 
longer believe in either the integrity 
or authority of the Bible. A further 
study of some other denominational 
Sunday school literature reveals that 
many things about which some of us 
have strong convictions, believing 
them to be an essential part of the 
Christian faith, are denied or ques- 
tioned. 


Furthermore, we find that some 
have the strong conviction that chil- 
dren should be taught the Bible in 
church school, while others think they 
should be taught nature studies, per- 
sonal adjustments and anything but 
the stories in the Bible on which a 
previous generation thrilled and thriv- 
ed. 


At vital points such as these, whose 
convictions shall prevail? 
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Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





It is our sincere belief that the in- 
fluence of the Church depends not on 
her organization, but on her message. 
But as much as we question the wis- 
dom of gigantic ecclesiastical organi- 
zations, if we were confronted with a 
choice between a large Church in which 
the essentials of the Christian faith 
were magnified and proclaimed and a 
small group lacking in convictions on 
these things, we would gladly go along 
with the large organization. 


But we have yet to encounter a plan 
for large denominational mergers in 
which compromise is not required on 
matters some of us consider vital. This 
being the case, what attitude should 
one assume? 


First of all, are enlarged ecclesias- 
tical organizations so important that 
convictions on matters of deep spiritual 
concern should be subordinated to 
make them possible? 


In the second place, is the minimum 
statement of faith on which agreement 
can be reached sufficient to maintain 
the Christian witness? 


Finally, where must compromise 
with convictions cease? 


It is our “conviction” that the ele- 
mental doctrines of the Christian 
faith, their propagation and their im- 
plementation in life not only must 
come first, but that without them 
Christianity becomes a sham and loses 
its right to claim a hearing in the 
world. 


It is at the point of a “minimum 
statement of faith” that opinions will 
vary. Furthermore, we now live in a 
day when words must be defined. To 
a devout believer, “Jesus is God and 
Saviour” carries a very different con- 
notation from that held by a theolo- 
gical liberal. Furthermore, why should 
Christianity itself be reduced to a 
minimum statement of faith? Does 
not the divine revelation, as found in 
Holy Scripture, compose a body of 
truth which needs to be stated and be- 
lieved? Dilute the faith to a minimal 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


LESSON INTRODUCTION 


It sometimes happens that a man is known more widely for his 
writing than for any other contribution of his life to society. Such 
a statement could surely be applied to Matthew—the man whose 
life and work we are to study today. This apostle, aside from a 
few scattered references in the Gospels, is otherwise practically 
unknown. But as the author of the First Gospel he will always 
be gratefully remembered. Our main object is to set forth the 
fragmentary references that the Gospels contain concerning 
Matthew, hoping thereby that we might better understand the 


life and personality of the publican-turned-apostle. 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


It will be to our advantage to list here a few of the 
general facts known about this man Matthew. 


1. His name. Matthew's original name was un- 
doubtedly Levi. The name “Matthew” (which is a 
contraction of “Mattathias,” meaning “a gift of Jeho- 
vah”) was probably given to Matthew by Christ Him- 
self—as “Peter” was given to Simon. 


2. His residence. Matthew lived at Capernaum 
(Mark 2:1, 14). This is the city where Peter and An- 
drew lived; it is also described as Christ’s “own city” 
(Matt. 9:1). In this city Christ had performed some 
of His “mighty works”—but, lamentably, this city had 
not repented of its evil works, and thus merited our 
Lord’s severe denunciation (Matt. 11:20-24). 


3. His business. Matthew was a despised “publi- 
can,” or tax collector (Matt. 10:3; Luke 5:27). Several 
observations will help us to understand this term bet- 
ter. (1) It was a term of reproach among the Jews. 
Any person to whom this description was given was 
thereby classified publicly as a “second-class” citizen. 
In fact, the people often put “publicans and sinners” 
(Matt. 9:10; 11:19) and “publicans and harlots” (Matt. 
21:31f) in the same class of obnoxious people. There 
were two main reasons why Jews considered publicans 
such a notoriously wicked class of people. The first 
reason is that the publicans, like their Roman rulers, 
were often unjust in their collection of taxes. The sec- 
ond and more serious reason is that those Jews who 
became publicans (that is, became tax-gatherers for 
Rome) were looked upon as anti-Jewish; in fact, al- 
most as renegades and apostates from Judaism. (2) It 
was a term, however, which our Lord lifted out of the 
mire and gave new meaning to, as evidenced in the 
remarkable illustration of the publican in the parable, 
who uttered those memorable words: “God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). Thus, to us, the 
“publican” is as likely to be associated with true re- 
pentance as it is with greed and treason. 


Lesson for July 16, 1961 


MATTHEW, THE CONVERTED PUB. 
LICAN 


Bible Material: Matthew 9:9-13; 10: 
1-4; Luke 5:27-32 


Devotional Reading: Psalms 116:12-19 


Memory Selection: Luke 5:28 





II. “Follow Me” (Matt. 9:9-13). 


Here we have the call of Matthew to be an apostle. 
The main points of this significant espisode in the life 
of Matthew may be put forth thus: 

1. A command—"Follow Me” (v.9). It can prob- 
ably be truthfully said that all of Christ’s disciples were 
busily employed about their earthly business at the time 
they received their call to come into the fellowship of 
the Twelve. So it was with Matthew; he was busy at 
his office when Christ came by and issued the com- 
mand: “Follow Me” (which can be more literally trans- 
lated: “Keep on following Me”—the tense implying 
that from this time forth he would never cease to fol- 
low Christ) . 

2. A compliance — “And he arose, and followed 
Him” (v. 9b). There is no hesitation here; there is no 
“wait-until-I-do-this” attitude on the part of Matthew. 
His response to Christ’s command was immediate and 
without equivocation or debate. And thereby Matthew 
illustrates the fact that the Lord’s commands must re- 
ceive our spontaneous and willing response. Something 
in Matthew told him that this Person who issued the 
command to him was none other than the Son of God. 


3. A celebration (v.10). Though it cannot be ac 
tually proved from the record here, yet it is likely that 
the house referred to here belonged to Matthew and 
that the meal which Christ partook of in this house 
with “many publicans and sinners” was, let us say, a 
farewell party that Matthew gave for his fellow publi- 
cans (that is, tax-gatherers). Matthew may have had in 
mind the unsaved condition of these men with whom 
he had associated in business; now, let us hopefully 
suppose, he wanted these men to meet the One who 
had called him into His ministry and service. 


4. A censure (v.11). The Pharisees heard of this 
unusual dinner in Matthew’s house; these men, as the 
Gospels so abundantly show, were always standing 
nearby to criticize Christ. So it was here: they came 
to Christ’s disciples and asked the question, “Why 
eateth your master with publicans and sinners?” These 
Pharisees, always with a guilty complex inside, often 
seemed unwilling to face Christ “person to person.” 
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5. A counterattack (v.12). Replying to these nefar- 
ious Pharisees, Christ simply states a truism which every 
reasonable man ought to accept: “They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick.” 


6. A citation (v. 13a). Here Christ gives what might 
be called a summary of the prophetic teaching of the 
Old Testament: “I will have mercy, and not sacrifice” 
(a quotation of Hos. 6:6; also quoted again in Matt. 
12:7). Here is the essence of what Micah stated so 
graphically 700 years before the birth of Christ (Mic. 
6:6-8) . 


7. A commission (v. 13b). As an interpretation and 
application of His quotation from Hosea, our Lord 
concisely set forth the great commission that caused 
Him to come down here upon this earth: “I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
With this statement one ought to compare the similar 
announcement of His purpose revealed in Luke 19:10. 
It is surely true, even today, that a man never knows 
what the righteousness of Christ really is until, turn- 
ing from his own righteousness as a filthy garment 
(see Isa. 64:6; Zech. 3:3ff) , he is clothed with the per- 
fect robe of Christ’s righteousness. Christ came to die 
for such men who cry the publican’s prayer (Luke 18: 
13). 


Il. “AND MATTHEW THE PUBLICAN” 
(Luke 18:13). 


This section contains the call, commission and roll 
of the Twelve. Our comments here will be rather 
brief. First of all, let us note that Matthew is the one 
in the list who still bears a mark of his previous life— 
“and Matthew the publican.” What especially strikes 
us here is the fact that in the parallel accounts in Mark 
(3:16-19) and Luke (6:14-16) “the publican” is not 
added to Matthew’s name. Why this omission in the 
other Gospels? Was it a matter of courtesy? Did Mark 
and Luke consider it rather discourteous to continue 
to call Matthew “the publican”? That is something we 
cannot know. But it is evident that Matthew had no 
such feeling about calling himself “the publican.” More 
than one man in history has outlived a rather inglor- 
ious past—and Matthew is such a man! 


IV. “AND HE LEFT ALL” (Luke 5:27-32). 


This passage, as is quite evident, is a parallel pass- 
age to the account given in Matt. 9:9-13, which we dis- 
cussed at length above. There is one verse (28) which 
we do want to spend a little more time on. 


1. His decision — “And he left all.” The break 
here in Matthew’s life was complete and final; he 
burned all his bridges behind him. He did exactly 
what our Lord tells all of us to do if we would truly 
be His disciples. 


2. His determination — “and followed him.” But 
let us again look at the Greek here: “and he kept on 
following him.” The tense of the verb here always 
indicates an act in the past that is still going on — 
thus, “kept on following.” Matthew’s decision was a 
once-for-all affirmation of his intention. His face was 
now set toward Christ; and there was to be with him 
no turning back.” 
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V. MATTHEW’S LATER LIFE (Acts 1:13). 
It is quite evident that this man Matthew meant 
business when the Lord called him and when he re- 
sponded. We find him with the other disciples in the 
“upper room” waiting for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. There is no further 
reference to him in the Book of Acts or in the other 
writings of the New Testament. 


But it would seem inappropriate to close our study 
of Matthew without saying something about the Gospel 
that he wrote under the inspiration of God’s Spirit. 
I firmly believe that this was the first Gospel that was 
written. It was written primarily to the Jews to show 
to them that the Messiah had come and had fulfilled 
Scriptures. And the most appropriate time for the ap- 
pearance of such a Gospel with such a purpose was 
undoubtedly between Pentecost and the stoning of 
Stephen (Acts 2 to 7), at which time the disciples were 
energetically trying to reach the Jewish nation with the 
message of salvation. 
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for a full year. 


* special Every Family Plan rate 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns — regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with smal! 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 
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By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR JULY 16, 1961: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 
SIN 


Scripture—Genesis 3:1-19 
Suggested Hymns— 
“A Charge to Keep I Have” 
“In the Hour of Trial” 


“I Need Thee Every Hour” 


Note to Program Leader: (Remind the young peo- 
ple to bring their Bibles to this program, or else pro- 
vide Bibles for them. You can have audience partici- 
pation by asking different young people to read the 
Scripture passages as they are needed.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
problem of sin is basic. It is one of the most perplex- 
ing and insistent which we have to face. We cannot 
ignore sin and pretend that it doesn’t exist, because 
we know, down inside, that we are sinners. Sin is 
something we cannot explain away. There have been 
many attempts to explain sin apart from the Biblical 
account of it, but none of these has been satisfactory. 
If we want to understand sin and learn what to do 
about it, we must see what the Bible has to say about it. 


FIRST SPEAKER: What is the origin of sin? The 
Bible has a clear answer to that question. The entrance 
of sin into the life of man is accounted for in the 
Scripture lesson which we read from Genesis 3. God 
made a covenant, an agreement, with the human being 
He created. The fact that a covenant was made tells 
us that Adam had a freedom of choice. He was made 
good, but it was possible for him to turn to evil by 
disobeying God. Satan tempted Adam, working through 
the serpent and Eve, and Adam did disobey God. By 
this disobedience sin entered into the life of mankind. 


What, then, is the origin of sin in us? The Bible 
makes it clear that Adam was the representative head 
of the race and that all his descendants shared in his 
decision. (Read Romans 5:12, 19 and I Corinthians 
15:22.) Because the head of our race sinned, we all 
inherit a sinful nature. Hear what David said: (Read 
Psalm 51:5.) Our lives are consistent with our nature. 
We have a sinful nature, and so we commit sin. (Read 


Job 14:4.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: What does the Bible say about 
the nature or character of sin? Much can be learned 
about the nature of sin from the Hebrew and Greek 
words which are translated “sin” in our English Bible. 
There are a number of these words, but those occurring 
most frequently carry the basic meaning of missing the 
mark. Sin is most often represented in the Bible as 
missing the moral and spiritual mark which God has 
set for us. Sin is disobedience of the revealed will of 


Sram 


God. (Read I John 3:4.) Sin is either a failure to 
measure up to God’s law, or it is a conscious, willful 
violation of it. 


The chief element in Adam’s first sin is character. 
istic of all sin. It was and is rebellion against God. God 
offered to direct Adam’s life, and He offers to direct 
ours, but we rebel against God’s way and follow our 
own. The forbidden tree in the garden symbolized 
Adam's own way. When he disobeyed God by eating 
the fruit of that tree, he chose to forsake God’s way 
and to live by his own wisdom. Rebellion is an essen. 
tial characteristic of all sin. 


This brings us to another mark of sin. All sin is 
against God. It is a personal affront to Him. It is true 
that other people may and do suffer because of our 
sins. There was a real sense in which David did wrong 
against Uriah and Bathsheba. They suffered because 
of his sin. But he expressed the real truth of the mat- 
ter in his wonderful psalm of repentance when he said 
to God: “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight.” Psalm 51:4. It is easy to 
see the external damage sin does, but what we often 
do not see is the injury it does to God. (Read Deuter- 
onomy 25:16.) 


THIRD SPEAKER: What does the Bible have to | 


say about the results of sin? In some places this ques 
tion is answered by direct statements and in others it 
is answered by illustrations. There is a prevalent idea 
today that sin and evil are always the same. We can 
think of poverty, for instance, as being evil, but pov- 
erty is not always sin. Of this much we can be sure, 
sin is always evil, and it always has evil results. The 
Bible pictures for us some of the evil results of sin. 
Sometimes the Bible does this without calling atten- 
tion to it. We have already mentioned David’s sin in 
taking to himself the wife of another man. It is inter- 
esting to follow the history of that family and to see 
how much suffering they endured, and how that suffer- 
ing was due either directly or indirectly to the sin that 
had been committed. The Bible records many specific 
sins in the lives of the people it tells about. It is im 
teresting to trace the evil effects of these sins in gener- 
ation after generation of people. (Read Jeremiah 21: 
14 and Galatians 6:7, 8.) 


Of course, the most significant result of sin is the 
spiritual death which is the inevitable consequence. 
The Bible says in plainest words, “The soul that sil- 
neth, it shall die.” Again it says, “The wages of sin 1s 
death.” (Read James 1:15.) The death spoken of here 
is spiritual death. Its characteristic is eternal separation 
from God. That is what sin does. It separates from G« 
(Read Isaiah 59:2.) Sin kills. The sinful soul dies. 
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There is no other way out. This leaves us with a dark 
icture. We said before, however, that the Bible not 
only has an adequate explanation of sin, it has a satis- 


FOURTH SPEAKER: What is the Bible’s answer 
to sin? It is the way of Christ. We said there is no way 
of escaping the death which sin demands. Christ came 
into the world to take our place and die in our place 
for our sins in order ‘that we might be released from 
the penalty and power of sin. (Read II Corinthians 


Hell.” 


Closing Prayer 


PROGRAMS TO COME: July 23—‘What the Bible 
Says about Angels”; July 30—“What the Bible Says 
about Satan”; August 6—“What the Bible Says about 
Heaven”; August 13—‘“What the Bible Says about 


5:21.) Christ came to give His life a ransom for many. 
(Read I Peter 2:24 and Romans 6:23.) This is the 
Bible’s answer to the problem of sin. 
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1 OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
t FLAT ROCK, N. C.— Adoption of 
; a retirement plan and creation of the 
office of secretary of Church Exten- 
3 sion for the denomination were among 
y the major actions of the General 
‘ Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church at Bonclarken 
$ conference grounds here. 
; The synod also heard a report that 
its Board of Publications is consider- 
: ing publication of new hymnbooks, 
. including psalms. (The denomination 
d is one of several Presbyterian bodies 
d which originally produced The Hymn- 
. book in 1955.) In another matter re- 
" lated to inter-church work, it was re- 
. ported by fhe planning committee 
that a questionnaire recently reveal- 
ed widespread opposition to merging 
0 with the Presbyterian Church in the 
S- US. 
it 
4 Creation of the new office of sec- 
n retary of Church Extension was seen 
7 as representative of the general feel- 
e, ing of the Synod to be more active 
ie in this field. The executive who is 
" chosen for the task will work under 
" the executive committees of the ARP 
‘2 Boards of Home Missions and Evan- 
" gelism. 
ee The retirement plan, which is to go 
r- into effect this fall, provides for con- 
at gregations to pay seven per cent of 
" their minister’s salary into the fund. 
r- _ Erskine Seminary reported an all- 
1: time high enrollment of 49, growing 
he WANTED—Housemother and mainte- 
ce. Rance man, couple desired, ages 25 to 
in 50, high school graduates. Patience, 
1S understanding and love for children 
re ren essential. Immediate opening. 
om. Write for interview. Presbyterian 
od. Home for Children, Monticello, Ark- 
es. ansas, 








©THE CHURCH AT HOME 


more since 1956 than any other insti- 
tution affiliated with the American 
Association of Theological Schools. 
The Synod adopted a 1962 budget of 
$228,290 and elected Ruling Elder C. 
R. Younts of Doraville, Ga., as mod- 
erator. 





RED RIVER RECEIVES 2 


RAYVILLE, La. — Red River Pres- 
bytery received two candidates for the 
ministry, James Sawyer of the Spring- 
hill church and Dave Washnock of 
Hewitt Memorial church, Mansfield, at 
its spring meeting here. The Rev. 
Lannie Parnell was elected moderator. 
Moderator-designate for the fall meet- 
ing at Winnfield, Sept. 12, is Dr. Wil- 
liam Hall, Shreveport. 





SOUTH MISSISSIPPI MEETS 


PORT GIBSON, Miss. — South 
Mississippi Presbytery’s second stated 
meeting was held at Chamberlain 
Hunt Academy here with 96 per cent 
of all churches represented. The Rev. 
Albert E. Dimmock, secretary of 
evangelism for the General Assem- 
bly, preached the sermon. Ruling El- 
der Orrick Metcalfe of First Church, 
Natchez, was moderator. The Presby- 
tery is to meet again at First Church, 
Hattiesburg, on the fourth Tuesday 
in September. 





SCHOOL STRESSES CATECHISM 


DEKALB, Miss.—An all-time high 
attendance of 51 was registered at the 
Daily Vacation Bible School of the 
DeKalb church, with 10 pupils per- 
fectly reciting the Catechism, which 
was emphasized during the school. 
Over 100 questions and answers were 
learned by many other participants, 
according to the Rev. Sefton B. Strick- 
land, pastor. 
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BUILDING HELP OFFERED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Churches plan- 
ning to build will be able to get pro- 
fessional assistance during the summer 
months from a staff member of the 
Board of Church Extension’s depart- 
ment of church architecture. Dan T. 
Hughs, an architect who will enter 
seminary in the fall to prepare for 
the ministry, has been added to the 
department’s staff to help planning 
groups select an architect, plan the 
sequence of their building programs 
and organize for building. James L. 
Doom, secretary of the department, 
said churches interested in being in- 
cluded on Mr. Hughs’ itinerary should 
write him at 341 Ponce de Leon Ave., 
N.E., Atlanta 8. 








Schools Using Standard Lessons Are GROWING 
Bible Schools... Write For Free Information. 
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Consider Christian Education 


Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 











AGAIN a Distinguished Faculty for the Fifth 
Pensacola Theological Institute 


An unsurpassed ‘Study and Play’ Situation 
For Ministers, Students and Lay Leaders 


August 27 to September 3, 1961 


% Gorpon H. Crarx, Ph.D. 


Prof. of Philosophy, Butler U., Indianapolis; Noted Author 
Several Lectures on Barth; Morning Chapel Preacher 


* Jerome DeJonc, Th.M. 


Minister of the Emmanuel Reformed Church, Grand Rapids 
Public Worship Preacher 


* R. Lamp Harais, Ph.D. 


Prof. of Old Testament, Covenant Seminary, St. Louis 
Five Lectures—“Alleged Discrepancies of the Old Testament” 
Three lectures—‘Confirmations from Archaeology” 


* Craupe Raga, Jr., Ed.D. 


Dean, School of Church Music, New Orleans Baptist Seminary; Concert Artist 
Soloist, Sacred Concert, Lecture on Church Music 


* Wm. Cuitps Rosinson, Th.D. 


Prof. of Church History, Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Centennial Celebration Historical Lectures; Two Sermons 


* C. Grece Sincer, Ph.D. 


Prof. of History, Catawba College, Salisbury, N. C.; Ruling Elder 
Four lectures—“The Church of History and Today's Crises” 


* Donarp C. Granam, Dean 


HUNDREDS ATTENDED last year, including 150 from outside Northwest 
Florida area, coming from a dozen states. The remarkable growth of 
this institute describes its wide acceptance. Dr. Darby Fulton volunteered: 
“It as a heartening experience to find so many people so deeply and 
intelligently interested in Missions, and to be associated with the fine group 
of leaders there assembled.” 


FEATURES: Westminster Confession of Faith anchored 
. . » daily discussion hour with entire faculty ... great 
singing . . . splendid meals . . . Gulf beach and other 
recreation all afternoon every day . . . memorable fellow- 
ship . . . far more than a Bible conference! 


LOW COST due to support of sponsoring chureh, Mellwain Memorial 
Presbyterian: registration $3, no tuition, 21 meals for $11.50, some free 
rooms for ministers and students. : 


DETAILED BULLETIN sent on request. Address all 
inquiries to: Pensacola Theological Institute, 1214 E. 
Blount St., Pensacola, Fla. ‘ 











EVANGELISTS—from p. 8 


gelist without a pastoral charge has 
ever been commissioned in the 
Synod of California and there cer- 
tainly are none in existence now in 
this Synod. 


Must these statements of seeming 
utter pessimism be the final word on 
the subject? Or, will we try to re- 
think our position on evangelism in 
such a way so as to include on our 
ministerial rolls a place for the man 
who will be available to churches who 
want evangelistic services pointing to 
and bringing about a verdict in the 
lives of men and women? 


* * * * a 


The Rev. Mr. Manning is pastor of 
the First Church, Conrad, Iowa. 





Tearless hearts can never be the 
heralds of the Passion.—J. H. Jowett. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


statement and there is little left to 
proclaim. 


It is to be remembered that we are 
not discussing the minimum faith 
which one may hold and be a Chris- 
tian. This can be elemental and but 
dimly apprehended by the believer. 
But surely the Church, if she is to 
justify her name—and very existence 
—must stand for the whole counsel of 
God, so that those who accept the 
Christian faith may grow into full 
maturity! 


Our problem today is not the claims 
of the ecumenical movement. Rather, 
it is whether the Church shall sur- 
render, for the sake of ecclesiastical 
organization, those basic convictions 
which have sent men to their death 
rather than to renounce them. 


In conclusion, can we ever hope for 
a pure Church? This side of eternity 
there will never be a perfect individ- 
ual or a perfect organization. In all 
denominations there are those who 
hold to convictions which make for a 
fervent and effective witness. There 
are also those whose chief concern 
seems to be centered more on organi- 
zational and peripheral matters in 
general than in those truths which 
brought the Church into being and for 
which she has stood down the cen- 
turies — faltering and imperfectly at 
times, but nevertheless basically hold- 
ing the truths so clearly stated in the 
Bible. 


PAGE.16_/ THE_PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 5, 1961 














Wherever our lot may be cast to- f 
day, it would seem the duty of Chris- , , , 
tians to hold to their convictions re- L TEN 4 L LEA 
gardless of the cost; for after all the 


Kingdom of God will be hastened, not 
by ecclesiastical power nor by organi- Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ational might, but by the Spirit of ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 


e Living God. 
. 4. The People Worship a Golden Calf 
DO YOU KNOW—Who made the golden calf? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 32:4 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about the golden calf? 
THING TO REMEMBER: We should worship only Christ. 
Read Matthew 4: ‘8-10 and Phillipians 2:10-11. 


MOSES GOES UP INTO THE MOUNT _ Exodus 24:3, 12-18 
(Write “T’’ after each true sentence, ““F’’ after each false one) 
All of the people promised to obey. 

The Lord told Aaron to come up to the mount. 
The commandments were written on stone tablets. 
Moses went up into Mount Sinai. 

Joshua was left in charge of the people. 

Moses disobeyed God. 

A cloud covered the mount. 

The glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire. 
The Israelites saw God's glory. 
Moses was in the mount six months. 








































APOLOGETICS 


Goliath defied the Lord and laughed 
at David’s weapons. He did not reckon 
with a God-guided missile. Biblical 
apologetics needs David’s foolhardy 
faith. We must go forth in the name 
of the Lord to meet the wisdom of the 
world with the folly of the cross. Only 
Christ, the power and wisdom of God, 
can make captive the modern mind. 











Cornelius Van Til, Th.M., Ph. D. 


The artist commis- 
sioned to paint Dr. Van 
Til’s portrait caught a 
warm and informal 
image: the Presiding 
Fellow of the seminary 
faculty stands before a 
blackboard full of cir- 
cles, grids and jottings, 
the chalk trail of a lec- 
ture in flight. The Defense of the Faith, one 
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THE SECOND COMMANDMENT IS BROKEN 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-6 





of his recent books, is an apt title for his When the people saw that ____ __ __ __ delayed to come 
ministry. His detailed grasp of current theol- out of the mountain, they came unto _______ _ ss 
ogy serves a crusade for biblical apologetics. pias pei “pee ° rr 

. airy and said unto him, “Up, _. __ __ __ us____ __ _. Ass for Moses, 





Robert D. Knudsen, S.T.M., Ph.D. 


“The Fate of Freedom in 
Modern Philosophy” is 
the intriguing subject 
of one of Dr. Knudsen’s 
raduate electives on 
ontemporary themes. 
_ His degrees from Union 
Theological Seminary, 
N. Y., and the Free 

: University, Amsterdam, 
furnish von background for his analysis of 


we do not know what is become of him.” The people brought 
sah ii cage. aa al earrings to Aaron. Aaron made a molten 
____ __ __ from the gold. The people worshipped the calf, say- 
ing, “These be thy __ __ __ _, O Israel.” 
o = @& 6 

GOD GIVES MOSES THE TABLES OF STONE 
Exodus 31:18 and 32:7, 8, 15, 16. 

(Connect the parts that belong) 










the crucial dial f ti H t Goa — — poner r one - 
ialogues of our times. He is a : . 
home in the biblical languages and widely read They were written with two tables of cm 
in German philosophy and French existentialism. God knew the people had with the tables. 
Moses went down the finger of God. 
Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., * * % * 


and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 
The Director of Admissions, 


MOSES IS ANGRY WITH THE PEOPLE 
Exodus 32:19-24 


, Moses was angry when he saw the __ __ __ _. He threw down 
Westminster the tables of stone and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 
He burned the __ __ __ __, ground the gold to _. _. __ __ ___ _ 
Theo Lo tal scattered it upon the _ _ — — — and made the people 
tdiad aie it. 
+) 





Si 


Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? How many chapters does 
the Bible contain? Check your answer by next week's lesson. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness”, Cop ht 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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PROTESTANT THOUGHT AND 
NATURAL SCIENCE, by John Dillen- 
berger. Doubleday, N. Y. 310 pp. 4.50. 


Here the distinguished Drew theo- 
logian presents a historical interpre- 
tation of the 500 year old debate 
between science and religion. These 
are the Thomas Currie lectures, de- 
livered at Austin (Texas) Theological 
Seminary. 


There is much learning and wide 
reading evident in this presentation 
of half a millenium of discussion. We 
regret his misspelling of the name of 
James Woodrow, p. 233, the uncle of 
Woodrow Wilson. There are other de- 
tails that call for remark. 


The main question in the debate, 
however, is the actuality of the Resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. (If He be not 
raised from the dead then our 
keryma is null and void I Cor. 15:14. 
In a debate between John Roach 
Stratton and Kirtley F. Mather at 
Harvard in 1926-27 the issue of evo- 
lution and Christianity came to a 
head right here. Stratton asked: Do 
you believe that Christ rose from the 
dead? Professor Mather was unable 
to answer the question.) 


Dillenberger correctly represents 
Bultmann in relation to the liberals 
and to the conservatives. Like the 
former he sees the. theological issue 
at the point of the meeting between 
God and man. Unlike them he makes 
the keryma central and insists that 
it is God who addresses man. But 
Bultmann is unwilling to speak of God 
in Himself even in the light of God 
for us, and assumes that it is inap- 
propriate to ask as to “the eventful- 
ness” of such a matter as the Resur- 
rection of Jesus. Then Dillenberger 
adds: 


The conservatives “speak of the 
Resurrection in objective terms. In 
that direction lies the danger of a 
new orthodoxy.” p. 268. 


In transposing the eventfulness of 
the Resurrection of Christ into myth 


or symbol with Bultmann or Tillich, 
Dillenberger finds only that “Resur- 
rection stands for the reality of the 
new life which is known in the pres- 
ent, and which in Christ is trusted for 
the future.” For him, this means that 
“we have a foretaste but no vision; 
in faith we stand before darkness,” 
pp. 291-292. (On the other hand, 
Paul testifies that the Creator who 
said let light shine out of darkneas 
shined into his heart to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ. In His light we 
see light. II Cor. 4:6). 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





BAKER’S TEXTUAL AND TOP- 
ICAL FILING SYSTEM, Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. $19.95 (after 
1961, $23.95). 


In some measure, the way a minister 
builds and uses a system of filing is 
a mirror of his personality. To devise, 
therefore, a filing system which is 
calculated to meet the needs of all 
ministers is exceedingly difficult, if 
not presumptuous. This new filing 
system put out by Baker is an attempt 
to create for the minister an organ- 
ized system of getting at materials 
in his books, periodicals and cabinets, 
without committing him to a lot of 
laborious secretarial detail. 


This system works as follows: A 
large book is provided into which the 
minister makes various entries relat- 
ing to specific topics or Bible texts. 
When, later, he wants to see if his 
books, periodicals or cabinets have 
anything on a particular topic or text 
on which he will speak, he simply 
turns in this large book to the page 
where the topic or text is listed. This 
will refer him to the various sources 
in his study which he may then consult. 


It is not a hard system touse for 
the man who wants this sort of thing, 
and who will take the small amount 
of time necessary to make the topical 
and textual entries. 


—(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





I BELIEVE IN THE LIVING GOD, 
by Emil Brunner. Westminster Press. 
160 pp. $3.00. . 


Brunner at his best is a homilist. 
He simplifies his thoughts in the field 
of systematic theology when adapting 
them to preaching. This volume, like 


The Great Invitation, is presented 
with remarkable lucidity and catho- 
licity of taste. There are 12 ger. 
mons in this volume dealing with the 
affirmations set forth in the Apostles’ 
Creed. The one entitled “Christ in 
Despair” is a masterpiece. The fourth 
one called “God Became Man” which 
purports to be an exposition of the 
article: “who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary” 
is extremely disappointing. There js 
not one single statement in the en- 
tire chapter that would lead one to 
infer that Dr. Brunner either believes 
in the virgin birth of Christ or per- 
ceives it to be of any importance in 
Christianity. This single weakness 
mars an otherwise helpful volume of 
considerable merit. 


In our day when so many are deny- 
ing the penal aspect of Christ’s death 
on the cross it is well to note what 
Brunner has to say in regard to this 
Christian truth. “For we all deserve 
this penal death through our unfaith- 
fulness to God. If God would deal 
with us according to the law, then we 
would all have to die the painful penal 
death that Jesus has died . . . That is 
why Jesus Christ had to descend into 
hell.” 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE LETTERS TO TIMOTHY, 
TITUS AND PHILEMON, by William 
Barclay. 324 pp. THE LETTERS OF 
JAMES AND PETER, by William 
Barclay. 415 pp. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $2.50 per volume. 


Professor William Barclay says that 
the pastoral epistles should be of 
greatest interest to Christians for no 
letters in the New Testament give such 
a vivid picture of the growing church. 
And then, he points out, “we see the 
problems of the church which is a 
little island of Christianity in a sea 
of paganism. They speak most direct- 
ly to our situation and condition.” 
These letters, we are reminded, will 
give the reader a new vision of the 
Christian church and new insights into 
the mind and heart of Paul. 


We regret that Barclay does not 
come out whole-heartedly for the 
Pauline authorship of the pastoral 
epistles. Instead of taking at face 
value what these epistles have to say 
about themselves, he imagines what 
might have happened, for the pro- 


‘duction of these letters. According to 


this imaginative theory Paul wrote a 
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number of fragments that came in the 

ssion of some Christian teacher. 
This Christian teacher saw the Church 
of his day and locality in Ephesus 
threatened on every side. This teacher 
had in his possession little letters of 
Paul which said exactly the things that 
should be said so he took them and 
amplified them and made them rele- 
yant to his own situation and sent 
them out to the Church in the name 
of Paul. 

When we leave Barclay’s conjec- 
tures and come to the commentary 
itself, we find that he is helpful and 
as invigorating as in his former works. 




































































The Letters of James and Peter 
js a joy to study. Barclay says, 
“For myself James was a new dis- 
covery and I hope that this com- 
mentary may help others also to dis- 
cover this letter.” On I and II Peter, 
he writes, “Nothing will ever lessen 
the attraction of I Peter. It may be 
true that II Peter cannot have the 
same fascination but there are few 
New Testament books which enable us 
better to see the insidious attacks 
which were made on the Christian Doc- 
trine and the Christian Ethic in the 
days of the early Church and against 
which the New Testament writers had 
to erect their defenses and for that 
reason it is intensely important.” 

















Barclay rejects F. W. Beare’s view, 
that someone else wrote I Peter un- 
der the name of Peter. However he 
does not accept the Petrine author- 
ship of II Peter. He claims that the 
author of this epistle deliberately at- 
tached Peter’s name to it. Then he 
says, “We will not find II Peter easy 
to read; but here is a book of first 
rate importance because it is written 
to men who were undermining the 
Christian Ethic and the Christian Doc- 
trine and who had to be stopped be- 
fore the Christian faith itself was 


wrecked by the perversion of the 
truth.” 



















—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 













LETTERS FROM A. HEADMAS- 
TER’S STUDY, by Charles Martin. 
Oxford University Press, New York. 
126 pp. $3.00. 







These are letters—written by the 
Headmaster of St. Albans School, 
Washington, D. C., to the parents of 
his students. They are important read- 


_ for all who deal with young peo- 
ple, 










Dr. Martin, who is also Canon of 
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Washington Cathedral, writes on a 
number of different subjects with an 
obvious familiarity with the many 
problems of boys, parents, and the 
relationships between them — but no 
matter what particular advice or 
opinion he may offer on a particular 
problem, the general philosophy per- 
meating all his opinions is very clear. 
First, he believes that young people 
need to know the certainty of discip- 
line both in social and in intellectual 
pursuits, that they may appreciate it. 
Parental or pedegogical love is never 
calculated by the toleration of misbe- 
havior or of the refusal to work hard. 
“Love, not the sentimental and soft, 
but the real with the iron of justice 
and right in it... .” 


But second, and most fundamen- 
tally, the author constantly relates 
education and the raising of children 
to the attributes of God and the great- 
est of teachers—Jesus Christ. As God 
sets high standards for mankind, so 
must parents and teachers set them 
for children. As God reprimands, so 
must man. As God does not expect 
every person to be the same, but does 
require each person to serve Him to 
the utmost of that person’s ability, 
so must parents and teachers insist 
that each young person mature well, 
but as an individual. 


—William Hatchett 
Memphis, Tenn. 





THE MEMOIRS CALLED GOS- 
PELS, by G. P. Gilmour. The Judson 
Press, 1960. 297 pp. $3.50. 


This is a book that promises more 
than it supplies. Professing to be an 
exciting and fresh survey of the Gos- 
pels, it gives too little attention to 
them and adds nothing that is fresh 
in a somewhat liberal treatment of 
religion in general and the New 
Testament in particular. It sits light- 
ly on the Virgin Birth and the bodily 
resurrection. The author is President 
of McMaster University. Presumably 
his administrative tasks have not left 
time for sustained scholarship in this 
particular filed. 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





LOVE ALMIGHTY AND ILLS UN- 
LIMITED, by Austin Farrer. Double- 
day and Company, Garden City, N. Y. 
168 pages. $3.50. 


The age old problem of good and 
evil presents itself in this book and 
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the author proceeds without the help 
of Scripture to give us an answer. 


As with all liberals or neo-ortho- 
dox, the starting point is other than 
the Word of God. Such statements as, 
“Let us say right out that whereas, 
with reservations, we disbelieve in the 
devil, we believe, also with reserva- 
tions, in original sin”; and “Philoso- 
phizing a ‘scriptural fable,’ we might 
say that Adam, by misusing his will, 
had produced a heritable disease of 
choice in all his descendants, a vice in 
the blood; will give you the author’s 
view of the Bible. 


The author seems to be committed 
to the evolution theory and constant- 
ly refers to man as an animal, and 
the only thing that makes him different 
is speech. 


—(Rev.) Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





AN AID TO THE HEIDELBERG 
CATECHISM, by Otto Thelemann. 
Douma Publications, Grand Rapids. 
512 pp. $5.95. 


The Heidelberg Catechism is the 
great experimental catechism of Prot- 
estantism. Luther’s Smaller Cate- 
chism is briefer, but more sacramen- 
tarian. Calvin’s Geneva Catechism and 
the Westminster Shorter Catechism 
are more intellectual. But the Heidel- 
berg is the great catechism of the 
heart. It is rivaled in popularity only 
by the Second Helvetic Confession 
and the Westminster Confession as a 
classic expression of the Reformed 
faith. 


The Heidelberg was compiled by 
two prominent young Reformed schol- 
ars, Zacharias Ursinus and Casper 
Olevianus, at the instigation of Elec- 
tor Frederick III, who thus became 
known as “Godfather of the Reform- 
ed Church.” Its date of completion 
was 1563. Very interesting is the ar- 
rangement of materials under three 
heads: Man’s Misery, Man’s Deliver- 
ance and Man’s Thankfulness. 


Douma Publications is to be com- 
mended for reprinting Thelemann’s 
excellent treatment of the Heidelberg 
which has been out of print for al- 
most sixty-five years. It was translat- 
ed into English in 1896 under the 
auspices of the Reformed Church in 
the United States when that body was 
still a Calvinistic Church. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. : 


MINISTERS 


Calvin Thielman from New Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, to Heaton Cot- 
tage, Montreat, N. C. (temporary 
address). 

Earl Kay Fenton from Valsetz, 
Oregon, to Woodburn, Oregon. 
Howard M. Bruce from East Mc- 
Keesport, Pa., to Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Cortley Hugh Burroughs from Ma- 
comb, Ill., to First Presbyterian 
Church, Alton, II. 

David F. Van Wagner from Ma- 
comb, Ill., to First Federated 
Church, Keota, Iowa. 

Wendell R. Newell from Queen 
Creek, Arizona, to Arizona Boys 
Ranch, Boys Ranch, Arizona. 

Fred J. Hay from Dillon, S. C., to 
Montreat, N. C. 

K. B. Orr, from graduate work, 
Richmond, Va., to West End 
Church, Roanoke, Va. 

Graham C. McChesney, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., has accepted a call 
from the Home Mission Committee 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery to be- 
gin a new work in that area, and 
will assume his new duties July 15. 
C. Eric Mount, Jr., from graduate 
study to the Crossett, Ark., church. 
John A. Garber from Thomasville, 
Ga., to Decatur, Ga. 

James B. Spencer from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to Thomasville, Ga. 

T. W. Tucker from Lexington, Ky., 
to the North Decatur, Ga., church. 
T. M. Howze from Dalton, Ga., to 
Cleaton, Ky. 

L. H. Lancaster (H.R.) from Nash- 
ville, Tenn., to Montreat, N. C. 


DEATHS 


Nan Lingle, daughter of the late 
Dr. Walter Lingle, was drowned in 
a surf accident at Myrtle Beach, 
S. C., June 14. 

Frederick C. Low, former pastor of 
the Eufaula, Ala., church, who died 
May 15, 1961, has been memorial- 
ized by the Session of the Eufaula 
church. 
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LETTERS 


INSTITUTIONALISM vs. CON- 
STITUTIONALISM 


Your editorial, “What Authority 
Has a Constitution?” (June 14) is 
superb! It speaks directly to one of 
the two main issues before the Church 
(the other being the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture). In our day a man must deter- 
mine whether his loyalty belongs to 
the Constitutional Church or to the 
Institutional Church, when the two 
conflict. The Constitutionalist’s view 
of the Scriptures sometimes excludes 
the Institutionalist: but the Institu- 
tionalist’s view of the Church ex- 
cludes the Constitutionalist. We need 
more editorials like this one! 


—(Rev). J. Julius Scott, Jr. 
Brandon, Miss. 





EDITORIAL AMMUNITION? 


Whenever you run low on editorial 
ammunition, turn your guns again on 
the Sunday School literature. I have 
spent most of this week and all of 
this evening preparing a lesson on 
Hosea. With all the material that is 
interesting and suitable concerning his 
life and times, I am surprised at the 
preoccupation of (the writers) with 
what is (in my opinion) neither. Fur- 
ther, their folksy way of talking down 
to teachers of Seniors is revolting. 


—Mrs. James M. Westall 
Asheville, N. C. 





LIKES GIFT BIBLES 


The arrival of the five Bibles for 
the young people who recited the 
Shorter Catechism leaves me much in- 
debted to the Journal and the donors 

. . Frankly I anticipated a cheap 
edition of the kind we give away by 
the dozens. . . . The beautiful Cam- 
bridge editions are a beautiful and 
impressive gift... . I am proud to be 
a Presbyterian not so Scotch. 


—(Chap.) Fred J. Powell, Jr. 
Lockbourne Air Force Base, 
Ohio 


Special gifts by friends who recog- 
nize the value of the Shorter Cate- 
chism keep us from being not too 


Scotch.—Ed. 





THIS AND THAT 


A friend of mine lends me your 
magazine after she has read it... 


Sometimes certain features bring g 
special blessing, the most recent of 
which was the Department of Cor. 
rection (May 31) in which you an. 
alyze the statement: “We believe in 
God as He was revealed in Jesys 
Christ.” This sort of statement has 
given me a troubled mind for a long 
while but I have never been able to 
explain why, even to myself. Thank 
you for doing such a clear, thorough 
job of it. 


—Mrs. John L. Woodward 
Durham, N. C. 


Our hope is that people who read 
the Journals that others pass along 
will take their own and pass them 
along.—Ed. 





Somewhat tardily I wish to express 
my appreciation for the article cap- 
tioned, “Let Them Alone” (about 
non-denominational Youth programs), 
by Dr. C. Ralston Smith, in the May 
17th Journal. In my opinion, the ar- 
ticle contained sound advice. I hope 
we may have the pleasure of hearing 
from Dr. Smith again. 


—Mrs. Harry A. Lytle 
Asheville, N. C. 





I was more than amazed to see the 
remark in your conservative paper 
about the John Birch Society (June 
7, p. 10). Now the big city papers 
and the “slick”” magazines have been 
smearing the Society for weeks... 
I was surprised to see your comments 
about Communism in the Churches, too. 
Whether a minister can be proven to 
be a “Red” is not the question. If he 
follows the line, backs up the “fronts,” 
refuses to criticize the left-wing pro- 
nouncements of such organizations as 
the NCC and is opposed to those who 
do, he is of great value to the Com- 
munist cause. 


—Mrs. L. B. Fox 
New Orleans, La. 


We have no use for any of the left- 
wingers who preach Socialism and pass 
resolutions condemning those trying 
to save this country. However, we do 
not believe that righteousness can be 
advanced by innuendo and exaggera- 
tion. Since we wrote the June 7 edi- 
torial we have learned that the ex- 
aggerations of Mr. Welch do not 
faithfully reflect the John Birch So 
ciety itself.—Ed. 





Do not try to live a Christian life unless 
you have a Christian life to live. 
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